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BILL
To amend the Electoral Commission Act, 1996, so as to authorise the President to
extendthetermofofficeof
a member ofthe Commission; and to providefor
matters connected therewith.

B

E IT ENACTED by the ParliamentoftheRepublic
follows:-

of South Africa, as

Amendlment of section 7 of Act 51 of 1996
1. Section 7 of theElectoralCommissionAct,
1996, is herebyamended bythe
subsection:
5
substitution for subsection (1) of the following
“( 1) The term of office of a member of the Commission is seven years unless=
( a ) he or she resigns ordies at an earlier date[, or];
(b) heor she is removed from
office in termsof subsection 3
(r;)
_
(c J _
the President, on the recommendation
of the National Assembly. extendsthe
of office for a specified
period.”.
10
member’s
term

Short title
2. This Act is called the Electoral Commission Amendment Act, 2004.
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MEMORANDUM ON THE OBJECTS OF THE
ELECTORAL COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL.2004
Background
The Ellec toral CommissionAmendment Bill seeks to authorise the President to extend
the tern1 of office of any member of the Electoral Commission.
The amendment is necessary since the term of office of the current members of the
Commission expires on 30 June 2004. The nomination process referred to in section 3
of the Electoral Commission Act, 1996 (Act No. 51 of 1996), and the consequent
appointment of members cannot be finalised before that date.

Financial implications for state
No additional financial implications will be incurred.

Consultation
Due to theurgent nature of the proposed amendment, no otherDepartments or bodies
were co~~sulted.

Parliamlentary procedure
The StateLaw Advisers and the Department of Home Affairs are of the view that this
Bill must be dealt with in accordance
with the procedure established by section75 of the
Constitution since it contains no provision to which the procedure set out in section 74
or 76 of the Constitution applies.

