Foreword

I would like to thank the South African Cabinet for affording me the opportunity to
develop this Detailed Operational Plan on Comprehensive Care and Treatment for HIV
and AIDS, after considering the Report of the Joint Treasury and Health Task Team that

costed the provision of antiretroviral therapy in the public sector.

I accepted full responsibility for the development of this Plan since Cabinet asked me to
do this work, and I immediately established a Task Team of various experts to assist the

Department of Health in developing the operational plan.

This exercise has given the Department of Health the opportunity to review its current
programmes on HIV and AIDS, Tuberculosis, Sexually Transmitted Infections, Maternal

Child and Women’s Health, Nutrition and Traditional Medicines.

It compelled the Department of Health to review its organisational structure and function
in order to integrate and properly coordinate the implementation of its health programmes

across line functions, with other relevant departments.

This work has brought into sharp focus the need for strong and sustainable partnerships in
health care delivery with the private sector and civil society, in particular the fight against

the spread of HIV infection and the impact of AIDS.

The plan presents various options and choices to South Africans for the care and treatment
of HIV and AIDS. These options are presented in a manner that will afford Cabinet the
opportunity to analyse and evaluate, through a rational framework, and to arrive at a
pragmatic and defensible decision that is based on compassion, equity, justice, fairness,

universal access to basic health care, and sustainability.

Dr. ME Tshabalala-Msimang
Minister of Health of South Africa
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We hope that all South Africans who read and implement this plan will be proud to do so
and that many people living with HIV and AIDS will benefit from it.

We commit and offer ourselves, and all the Task Team members, to assist the Department

of Health in whatever way possible during the implementation of this operational plan.

Dr. Anthony MBewu Dr. Nono Simelela

Chairperson of the Task Team Coordinator of the Task Team
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