
WHERE WE STARTED

1. Governance

Since 2004, the focus has been on consolidating demo-
cracy and improving state performance.

Democratic transformation 

institutions and an independent judiciary have been 
established. 

created: 

plans

and the public

trained.

institutions give traditional leadership a role in our 
democratic system.

Promoting good governance

-

access to information mainly in the state’s posses-
sion. 

2004:

all of society.

Public service and local government 
capacity

-

-
ment and a single public service.

-

Local Government Strategic Agenda.

-

-

apartheid South Africa.

-
-

ernment brought in policies to:

After 10 years of freedom

government depended also on the actions of others, such 
-

-
-

for a partnership of all of society, it set the goal of halving 

set itself these priorities:

-
tion

they could move out of poverty

-
tries.

And now, after 15 years?

-

-

past.

-
pact of government policies in helping South Africa move 

-

 
Fifteen Year Review. 

document.

Progress since democracy – Looking forward

TOWARDS A FIFTEEN YEAR REVIEW

Some key issues for special attention

many areas.

of anti-corruption campaigns.
-

needs. 

How this pamphlet can be used
In every neighbourhood and community, in each 

have not improved?

-

 
Fifteen Year Review.
on South Africa Government Online (www.gov.za).

REVIEWING THE IMPACT OF GOVERNMENT ACTION 
The work of the clusters of government



Social programmes have done much to improve people’s lives, but more long-term 
solutions are needed.

Raising poor people’s income

Expanding access to services  

of electricity per month.

Expanding access to services

2007.  

been started on antiretroviral therapy.

Expanding ownership of assets

 

 
-

lion. 

After stabilising the economy, the focus shifted to 

Growth and wealth creation

-

AsgiSA focuses on overcoming things stopping the 

-

Macroeconomic stability

from nearly half the country’s annual product in 

-

 

Microeconomic reform – transforming 
the economy

speed up improving the economy’s capacity to pro-
vide goods and services.

-
-
-

nate our economy.

-
-

ment.

-

unemployed graduates in companies.
-
-

-
port for small business.

provincial programmes to boost subsistence ag-

-
ers into agro-processing value chains in forestry, 

sugar and biofuels.

Expanding access to services  

20

be

Declining income poverty

Percentage of people on: 1995 2005

Some key issues for special attention

transferred.
-

-
mand for basic services and social assistance.

Some key issues for special attention

-

other developing countries.

scale ones.

2. Social

3. Economic

Households with access to: 1996 2007

Electricity for lighting

Water (at least 200 m from house)

Sanitation



-

Normalising relations with the world

-
 

. 

Consolidating the African Agenda

-

-
-

-

-

Participation in the international arena

jobs.

Tourism growth

 1998 2001 2004 2007

Transformation

-
viding safety and security for all.

-

Reducing crime and enhancing safety

-

-

victims have been established. 

-
dren has helped mobilise communities against abuse.

-

-

Security

-

abuses under apartheid.

improved control of the country’s borders. 

Some key issues for special attention

them and more integrated action.

needed.

tested by trends in public statements and action against senior 

4. Justice, crime prevention and security

5. International relations, peace and security

Some key issues for special attention

and stronger communication of foreign policy inside South Africa and 
abroad.



Special focus on the sectors most affected by apart-

heid’s legacy has helped improve their lives.

Focus on women, children, youth and 
persons with disabilities

-
ies promoting the interests of the targeted groups 

-
-

vincial youth commissions and the Umsobomvu 

Impact of programmes and  
policies

behind in this regard. 

-

people.
-

groups.

had gone to bed hungry in the past year fell from 

-

-

entrepreneurships and small business initiatives. 

people.

the country to move to and sustain a still faster rate of 

the present path?

effort based on broad collaboration of government and 

-
ing social cohesion, international co-operation and 
building an effective developmental state.

Speeding up growth and transform-
ing the economy

unemployment and poverty. In turn, the country’s 

to develop second-economy programmes that have 
a mass impact.

cost of energy and to protect the environment.

Fighting poverty

-
prehensive anti-poverty strategy that government is  

-

small business sector and many able-bodied people 

-
creasing people’s chances of entering the labour mar-

Building social cohesion and state 
legitimacy

-

spending.

Key to social cohesion are strong and legitimate public 

improved platforms for public participation and reduc-
ing crime and corruption. Similarly, society has the re-
sponsibility to respect and protect the legitimacy and 
authority of state institutions.

-
tion of solidarity and caring among all South Africans 

rather than the values of individualism. State and 

value system.

Pursuing the values of international 
co-operation

and the deployment of our resources to advance Afri-
can development.

Building a developmental state

driven 

-
da 

-
grammes effectively and ensure that it has the right 
structures and systems for co-ordinated action

-
date into practical programmes and projects 

representatives.

Some key issues for special attention
-

mains a major challenge. 

public and private sectors is less than it should 
be.

 

Targeted groups 

LOOKING AHEAD

What are the most important things you think government can do  
working together with you?

Voice your opinion, please send this form to:
Address: Vuk’uzenzele, Private Bag X745, Pretoria, 0001

www.gcis.gov.za


